
Coal is a black  
or brownish-black 
rock that can be 
burned for heat  
or energy.  

Coal was delivered to your great- 
grandmother’s house through a  
chute that went from the street  
down to the cellar. Handling  
coal was a tiring, messy job.  
The coal was stored in a bin,  
and shoveled each day into the  
furnace, where it burned to  
heat water in a boiler. The steam  
from the boiling water rose through 
pipes into steel radiators throughout  
the house. The steam heated the radia-
tors, spreading heat into the rooms. 
When the steam cooled, it condensed 
into water, and fell through the pipes  
back to the boiler,  
where the burning  
coal heated it again.

Evaporation and Condensation
When water condenses, it changes 
from its gas form, which is vapor, 
to liquid. When water evaporates, 
it changes from liquid to gas.  
The word “evaporation” is easy to 
remember. What five-letter word 
do you see in “evaporation?”  
(Hint: it begins with the letter “v.”)

____________________

The stove in the kitchen burned 
wood, coal, or even corn cobs! 
Whenever someone wanted to 
use the stove, it had to be lit. 
Getting a good fire going took a 
long time. To serve hot breakfast 
in the morning, someone had to 
light the fire well before sunrise. 
    Most families didn’t have hot 
water coming from their faucets. 
To take a warm bath, they had to 
heat water in a tank attached to 
the stove, then pour the hot 
water into the bathtub.

Families didn’t  
have dryers for wet 
laundry. Instead, 
they had “clothes 
wringers,” which 
squeezed the 
excess moisture 
out of the clothes 
before they were 
hung out to dry.

“When your great-grandmother was 
young, natural gas wasn’t available to 
people in their homes. So her family 
used coal and wood for heat.”

Track it!
Do you see the pipes going from the boiler to the radiators? These 
pipes carry steam, which is water vapor. Color them red.  Do you see 
the pipes going from the radiators to the boiler? These contain water, 
which has condensed from the cooling steam. Color them blue.


