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Warning Signs Exist for  
Important Reasons
Railroads are essential to our way of life. Drivers and 
pedestrians are all taught to respect railroad trains and 
tracks and the hazards they imply.  
You can see railroad tracks!

Pipelines are also essential to our way of life. Similar to 
railroad tracks, the signs marking the network of buried 
pipelines running across the country and even through 
our communities also imply a potential hazard…  
a potential hazard that deserves your respect!

Types of Pipelines
There are three primary types of pipelines: gathering,  
transmission and distribution. Gathering pipelines transport  
natural gas, CO2 and petroleum products from the wellhead and  
production areas to processing facilities. Transmission pipelines  
transport natural gas, CO2 and hazardous liquid to marketing and  
distribution terminals. Transmission pipelines are typically large, high- 
pressure pipelines. Distribution systems for natural gas and hazardous liquid  
differ. Liquid products are stored and transported to their final destination  
by tanker trucks. Natural gas is transported from storage locations to  
residential and business customers by smaller, low-pressure pipelines.

Locating Pipelines in Your Community
One of these pipeline marker signs should be familiar.  
There is one near your school alerting you to a buried pipeline.  
Pipeline markers are located along the pipeline route, at road  
and railroad crossings, waterways and at all 
aboveground facilities. 

Markers identify the general area but not the 
exact location or depth of the pipeline. They 
specify the type of product transported, the 
operator’s name and an emergency contact 
number.

The federal government also provides maps 
that show the approximate location of 
transmission pipelines in your community 
through the National Pipeline Mapping System. 
www.npms.phmsa.dot.gov and  
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